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Por to me t0 „ e is 2 a to o die 


7s gain. 


4 HIS character St. Paul gives of him- 
© felf, belongs in a lower ſenſe; to 
| 4 — chriſtian, and was in a 
ree the character of that 
ä Len o fairhful ſervant” of Chriſt, 
who death we now lament, "and who ſo often 
from this place hath endeavoured to form Chriſt in 
you : : I have therefore choſen theſe wards for the 
ſubject of our meditation on this awful occaſion, 
They are added by the apoſtle as the reaſon of his 
confidence, that Chrift ' would be magmfy'd in bis 
body, either by his life, or death", If he lived, it 
would be for the advancement of the chriſtian 
cauſe; and if he died a martyr, he ſhould" con- 
frm, Abel do honour to it in n 2 becauſe e ever 
ſince his embracing the. goſpel, . been the 
main concern and buſineſs of his 11. Nane the 
religion of Jeſus; and becauſe he Was! aabred that 
if he died for it, death would be infinitely his, 


in, introducing him to the glorious nder * oy 


'Chriſt, and a ſhare in his 1 H Animated by 
ſuch an hearty and approved zeal, and ſo divine an 
encouragement, he could not fall of honouring 


his maſter, 49d, No his Sue, whether he 


1 Ver. 20. | 


Ip | " % lived, 


4 A 4% Sol 5 
lived, or died. To render our erna on 
eee -viehyl; vLſhall, *. 
þ. 5 . & . DA 
„ pieswerle c 08 5 
a. ay, to me to live ts G50 | 
Secondy, Wn at gain death is to perſons of this 
character. 1 701.2 
Thirdly, Smow the — there is between 
As Hurſe © of lies. and the happiness that follows 


FI "It ds a ben reße tions 


Fir, I AM Sify to repreſent, their K 
ter, Who can hb each. fon himſelf, 
Je tive is,Chrip. The Rig particuld 
clud EH WE... a 
” 1.51 EY have; after a. thorough eon den of 
dhe 15215 and excellency of {he e e dune, 
ene it, as the found their i 
the ry] e of. their lives ; — 5 115 choſen 125 
their Lord and Saviour. St. Paul had the ien 
"conviction . of , our Lord's divine authority, by 
Bis glorious appearance to him, by the miraculous 
gifts. he conferred upon him, and the wonders he 
8 him to ork in his, name, hiv FM 5 | 
ue for 


ieved were juſtin 
s, 72 whic 45 Be x Red 
1 fon Fm : Which ſu . ans 
25 ri = by the aids of = Div e in- 

us to mortify the deeds of the body, which 

ues 'ath, and brought fe and e hight ; 

1 the ſame time directing us, in order to 0 
this 1 not to che obſervance of carnal 
ordinances, but 10 live ſoberly, beh. and godly 


Akts ix. 14. Cor. xiv. 18. 2 Cor. xii: 11, 12. * Rom, 
xv. 18, 19. 3 AQs xii. 39. + Rom. vil 25+ VL 1. 
5 1 1. 10. SF" 
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Are in- 


tbe Dat f the Rev, Mr: Strong. 2 
** this-preſent .xvorld ; laoking far that ) bleſſed hope," am 
the. glorious appearing: of the: great Gad, and cur Sata 
iFefus:Chrit *. Ele therefore \accarouted all abings Hut 
_ n the knowledge of Chrift \Fejus 
Thus they alſo to whom:.to live is 
Cuil 2 are upon good grounds eſtabliſned in their 
belief of the truth and excellency of his religion, 
though not in the miraculous way in wWwhich he con. 
vinced St. Paul. They ſee. the want a world Joſt 
in ignorance, ſuperſtition, and vice, was in of 
Chriſt; to turn them from darkneſs to light. Their 
reaſon diſcerns and approves the excellency of his 
precepts, and the admirable tendency of his doc- 
trines, to form men to the nobleſt conceptions of 
the Deity, the moſt exalted love to him, and a 
reſemblance of his moral perfections. Senfible of 
their frailty and guilt, they eſteem it a faithful ſay- 
ing, and worthy e all acceptation, that | Chriſt canis 
into the world to ſave ſinners; and ta bleſs Frank ace 
ing euery one from his iniquities + They rejoice in his 
offers of pardon, and divine aſſiſtance; and bleſs 
tbe Cod and Father of our Lord Jeſus Cbriſt, «ho! ac- 
cording 10 bis abundant mercy, | hath begetten us again 
anto a truely hope, by the reſurrettion * Jeſus Chrift 
from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and. unde- 
filed, and that fageth not away ; reſerved in heaven for 
us, who. are kept by. the power of Cod, through faub, 
ano ſalvation'.” With 3 alſo they obſerve this 
revelation, which hath all the internal — of 
truth and excellency they can deſire, confirmed by 
uu, and met, and divers miracles, and gifts of. the 
5, and that to the reality of theſe facts, 
they have the teſtimony. of eye and ear witneſſes 7, 
who facrificed every — intereſt to this teſti- 
mony, and ſealed it with their blood. Convinced 
Tit. i. 12, 13. | Phil. iii. 8. 3 Tim. i. re. 


4 Acts iii. 26. 9 3 Pet.L $, . 3 
John i. 1. ner. 1 


dene 


r HOES a a — . 


6 4810 u derne iy 


therefore that Godihath all poſſible claim to their 
"faith and obedience, and So he hath appointed 
Jeſus to be the ligbt of tbe world, the ſaviaur and 
be Lord of all, and that the offers he makes them 
in the name of God are infinitely. advantageous, 
they have heartily embraced them; repenting of 
their former ſins, and reſolving to e the goſ- 
pel of Chriſt their rule of life, as the ineſs he 
promiſeth to the obedient is their higheſt hope and 
moſt deſired portion. It is granted, all ſincere 
chriſtians do not apprehend. the evidences and ex- 
cellence of chriſtianity in an equal degree; but 
then, other things being equal, in proportion 1 
the clearneſs and ſtrength of their conviction of 
its truth and value, will be their concern to live to 
Chriſt. Thoſe honeſt perſons alſo who leaſt diſ- 
tinctly diſcern its evidences, yet by the agreement 
of its doctrines and precepts with the uncorrupted 
ſenſe of their minds, E experienced fitneſs 
and energy to form them to true eren and 
Prepare them for a rational and 3 felicity, are 
determined firmly to believe it, and cheerfully and 
ſteadily to practiſe its rule: This is all ſitictly ne⸗ 
ceſſary for them. But for thoſe who. deſire to live 
exten/ſrvely for Chriſt, to recommend and promote 
the faith and practice of his religion among men, 
it 1s, greatly neceſſary that they themſelves firſt clear- 
ly apprehend the proofs of its truth and excellence, 
and heartily and udiciouſly approving its divine 
tendency, be ready ta render 10 others a good reaſon of 
the hope. that is in them! : Being thus convinced of 
the advantage of their nity ſervice; «they will 
more ſtrongly and fuceſsfully perſuade others 
to enter into it, and perſevere If our faith be 
- thus founded. on a rock, it will ill kand the afulr of 
temptation and perſecution, and our zeal;will be, 


I pet. iii. 15, 
not 
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the Death ef the Nov. Mr. Strong. 7 
= 2 ſhort: lived paſſion, - bat a- ſteady vigorous. 
neiple, and its flame always kept alive, by the- 
— truth and value of the re religion for which 
we are zealous: without- this we ſhall moſt pro- 
bably prove inconſtant, or, which: is as bad; be 
zealous for groundleſs opinions and uſeleſs fancies-. 
and practices of our on, or our party, rather 
than for the genuine i rtant trutlis, and noble 
duties and virtues ed and taucht by Chriſt 
our great maſter. 

2. Tux to Wem to live is Grip, ſteadil ge- 
vern their temper and actions by the rules of his 
religion; and their faith in him works by love, 
and overcomes. the world *. They don't ſatisfy 
themſelves with crying, Lord, Lord A Crna 
lous profeſſion of his religion, and contending for 
his honour; but do tbe things be hath commanded +. | 
Thus St. Paul kept under his body, and brought it into 
ſubjeftion; he was crucified with Chriſt? to the world, 
and lived by the faith of the Son of Gd. He could 
appeal to the elders. of Epheſus, ' that he had coveted. 
20 man's ſilver or gold; efteeming it more bleſſed to give 
than to recerve 7 : A Lord with all: 
humility of mind. Tea, he could call God to wit- 
meſs, bow bokly, juſtly, and unblameably, he behaved 
among them that believed. And not thinking him 
ſelf to baue attained, forgetting thoſe things that were 
behind, he preſſed forward Fe eftion*, And thus 
all, to whom 10 live is Chrift, put on the Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, his temper and ſpirit, and make no for the 
fleſh, to fulfil the luſt thereof . As Chriſt hath revealed 
his father to them in a light moſt amiable z' hey love- 
the Lord their God with all their hearts, and ſouls, and 
Brength *; cheriſh a ſenſe of ont > nan and bene- 


fits, by daily prayer and p e3: Projing without 
+ Gal. v. 6. * Johny. 4. 3 Mat. vi. 21. Joh xv. 14. 


5 1Cor. ix. 27. 6 Gal. ii. 20. Acts xx. 19. 1 Theſſ. ii. 
10. 2 Phil. ii. 12, 13. f Rom, xiii. 14. 17 Mat. Xxii. 3. 
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ciheix, and mi gone tant „ thy cor 
mend dene ce N ways td ee 
9377 all ttt * rd apt Bed, delten — 
to hill ih ther for g aid 10 then r ney 
refvice; 1d Bobs of bis pw, and ſtady © 
pepfers, as tow heavenly Father ik ph As Chriſt» 
gel chen pattern of à moſt extenſive Bec: 
28 and ufwearied gwodneſt, and incburaged 
tier Anijtlrioh by the & of att” eternal re. 
ward, they eſteem 1t their great concern in life to 
do goed, and && their power make all around them 
Fob 15 the beſt diſcharge of every relative duty, 
and the beſt: improvement of all cheir advantages! 
for uſefulneſs: ' They look not on thrin om things only; 
but” on tht things of "otbers diſo";" n the foe di 
they which alſo was in CM. Jed '. Chr bath! 
bromebt . and immbrtality to Abe 75 and hath alſured 
them of a rational. mr divine felicity in Heaven, 
where the low indulgeneies G ſenſe and appetito 
find no Wes : " hey are therefore e temperate in ys © 
Aham from "flefbly\Iufts which 404f & uin the” 
and: Jollbe) their chief buſineſ in life to be not hin 
fall pratification'6f their ſenſes, But improving the: 
urity'of their” minds” and cheir diſpoſition for di- 
_ leaſtrtes's" cl N themſelves from all filthineſs of 
the fleſh. an Sir," and per * ar in bd fear 
Ge, aul H the Bop of Hering. au enjoying bim . 
They do not content — 4 — eves with” es much\ 
of communion with God, but mami „they converſe 
with him by growing Me him in true oddneſßs; 
and by a fixed regard to him, and his will, in their 
whole behaviour. They do not ſatisfy therifelves! 


with aps, a great zeal fe for d e {cn 


" Theff 170 4 1 Per. v. FL — il 28. v. 2 
4 Mat. v. 48. 5 Erk. vi. 1—9. Phil. il. 4, 5. 7 » Tin. 
1, 10. * Cor. ix. 25. en 11. „ 
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they have; a real venetation of 
his excellencies — 'bim, and a Bearthy real 
for his religion by r or They do not con- 
tent themſelves with the vanity of . 


the world, and the bleſſedneſs — heaven; but in 
their whole conduct ſhew a contempt e. che 10 
in compariſon of the ſatisfactions of devpti | 
tegrity, and doing good. By a. curl pr 
of the 'greateſt inſtances of a neceſſary ye) arr 
they prove. their happineſs to be in heaven z and by 
an abounding charity according to their abilities, 
lay up tteaſure there; and the conſtant compo- 
ſure and chearfulneſs of their ſpirits, arnidſt the 
changes of the preſent lift, make it appear, they 
think theſe trials not worthy to be compared a,t gre gd 
glory that will be: revealed" ; and are pleaſed r 
dan make them work for their . 

3. Tx to whom to live is Chriſt, 88 
deavour to ſpread in the world che belief and 
practice of his religion. This was the great huſi- 
neſs of St. Paul's life aſter his converſion; o turm 
men from darkneſs to light, aud from the power of Satan 
unto God, that they might rectiue the remiſſon of their 
fins, and an inheritance aniong them which ars ſanctiſed 
by faith: in Chriſt *. This in a ar manner is 
the buſineſs of the miniſters of the goſpel ; yet not 
ſo peculiar to them, but that all true lovers of 
Chriſt arè inclined and obliged, according to their 
abilities, ta advance his cauſe amongſt men. They 
know his religion is fitted to ſerve the greateſt hap- 
pineſs of all, both in this life, and for eternity; 
that be died for: alli, and that the holineſs and hap- 
pineſs of mankind. are: his reward: As therefore 
they love their Saviour, and. ke him are lovers of 


Rom. viii. 18. * Ad xxvi. 18. jg 0 c 
5 I Hl. 10, 12. 5" John xvii. 2, 83 


At B | mankind, 


10 -34'$pgrRwow occdſone by 
mankind; they cannot but endeavour he ſhould/ be 
glorious; and rewarded in their holineſs and hapr 
neſs! ? For this purpoſe the fincerely devot: 
Chꝛriſt are ſtudious to learn bis coil, 3 3 
they call no man ' maſter," inte aue is theiy maſter,” even 
Chrift *\they : are not blindly devoted to the au- 
thority of © any human guides, or the eſtabliſhed 
notions of any party; but it is their honeſt and 
diligent endeavour to know the genuine doctrines 
and precepts of Chriſt, and then honeſtly and 
openly to recommend them, tho' they may not 
agtee with the traditions and commandments of 
men. They do not look into the ſcriptures with 
a fixed: reſolution to find there the favourite tenets 
of a party, and to force thence paſſages and aü- 
thorities to confirm them; but it is their earneſt 
deſire, teach me thy way, O Lord, ſtet me ik truth} 
and I wuill heur avhat Cbriſt the Lird: Jays” Human 
phraſes and notions, conſecrated: by Jong uſe and 
authority, have no weight with them: It is the faith 
one for all delivered io rh ſaints *," they. would diſ- 
cover and embrace; and it. is this, when found, they 
endeavour with a zeal anſwerable to the impor- 
tance of its ſeveral articles, to recommend to the 
world, whether po . or not. They know if 
they pleaſe men, at the expence/ of the truths Chriſt 
hath taught, they urt not then bis forvants* ; and 
that of hem uo art aſhamed of:: Chrift and his words 
before men, of them will the Son f man le aſhamed, 
ꝛoben be cometh in the. glory of his Father with the boly 
angelt. Have notions then prevailed which he 
| apprehends diſhonourable to God, and deſtructive 
of his moral perfections, contrary to the abounding 


go of. the- and and- the; general ſtrain of 


1 Mat. xi. 19. . 1 . " + 4 - © Jude 3, +4 11:3 Gal. i. 10 
* ks | a _ 
. S viii. 38. nk i S535 <6. 71 8 N 2 


Chriſt's 
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the Bras ef the k Mr. Strong. 1 
Chriſt's religion, and. WER a0prer to him in their 
conſequenc . dene deſtructi Ye 0 I” 4 of. God! and 
mankind, and of the chief motives to Holineſs, 
which ue the diſtinguiſhing excellence of. his re- 
gion; tho? theſe errors and corruptions may Have. 
Ot ng *habliſhed,. and become venerable; by, 

ts and 1 of 2 A may 
e implicitly and , incautiouſly.. eſpouſed...theyr, 
all this in have . with him wha, heartily, 
loves Chriſt, to bias his judgment, or. hinder, his 
profeſſion of the truth, The honour of Gag, and. 
of Chriſt are dearer to him than his n reputation, 
or the credit of any Party or number of men, or 
than his worldly Inroreſt He had rather, like EAA. 
jab, be perſecuted, with the few zealous for the uns 
corrupted. feligion of Jeſus, than by pro hefying 
ga 11 N n eſtabli 1 Lek 
c e his court. to, the great or multi- 
Baue keeps 6 that is praſitable, aud 
25 declare tha whole counſel of . God*. Like 
St. Pay, who feared not to beate Rig len 
he would have departed from the ſimplicity and: 
liberty of the oſs. , he is above being prevailed. 
upon by the credit or friendſhip of the. beſt and; 
greateſt, againſt the honour: — 4 truths of his 
maſter. Having found the. truth as it is in Jeſus, 
his next concern is to recommend it in the beſt man 
ner to others, and ingage them to believe his docs 
trines, and obey his precepts. . For. this purpoſe, 
as he believes the lig 4 Jeſus: Nn an in- 
finitely wiſe and good nyt and ſuited to the na- 
ture of. man.as 3 and conſequently all its 
doftrines reaſonable,” and its duties tending do ad- 
vance the perfection and happineſs of mankind ; 
he endeayours to place it in * light before —ͤ $a 
to ingage thelt m belief, , bee approbation, 
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12 1 BIRMON accofimed by © 
and chearful practice. Reaſon aſſures us God is in 
3 , the goſpel repreſents him in this moſt | 
icht, as love itſeif ; in this light therefore 
he . him, as willing that all nen be faved®, 
and loving the world, more than he loved the life 
of his own fon*. Chriſt gave himſelf for tbe life of 
the world, he therefore repreſents him as 7h? Saviour 
; Hh nen. Chriſt declares bis yoke is ea, and his 
den us of this he would convince men, by 
immediate connection of every. chrif- 
tian virtue when practiſetl, . e as well as 
everlaſting WN Reaſon us all truths 
are conſiſtent, and he is certain Chriſt cannot con- 
tradict himſelf ; he therefore ſtudies to propound 
the doctrines of the ' goſpel in à fl ght, that may 
ſhew. them all conſfirmix in one great end, the 
honour of God in the immortal Econ and 
happineſs of men. He can never think jt for the 
— of Chriſt to ſay. his religion is unreaſona 
he will never therefore bad the faith of Others 
with unreaſonable notions as the doctrines of Chriſt. 
Being well acquainted” with the great evidences 
Tf Re he ſets them before others in the 
To l 4 can, with love, and in the fpirit of 
77 applying himſelf to their reaſon, not their 
paſſions and Takes And that the beſt religion 
may not be diſgraced by an unſuitable ONE 
bar that its ans ord may be ſeen, as well as be- 
lieved, he recommen by a good example. Be- 
1 more ſollic ĩtous to Wo rk perſons to true 
to an imitation of the piety, meekneſs, hn 
- benevolence, heavenly - mindednef, and, 
45 kke virtues of his maſter, than to the opinions 
and diſtinguiſhing practices of any ſect; he endea- 
vours his own fe may manifeſt his convidtion of the 


4 I Sole in, 16. 4 Tim. li. 4. lohn ii. z, 4, 9, 10. 
John vi. 51, 5 Ms. K 30. 
worth 


ö 


the Deathif the Rev. Mr. Ar 13 


orth and imp ance of theſe” grate, and be Hit 
Fog ig repreſentation of them: e his light* 
ore men, and. lead other's to 95 God, ao 
Chriſt,” His piety ty is rational, fervent; ati 
ey free from ſourgefs and. Veet buht 
from gloomy ſuperſtition, or nad enthiliaſhn '. His' 
chriſtian charity. is real and extehlive ; he loves nur 
Be July ger only,” but in nt lo wide, 

ſteadily goy eve ion, ab ors nor 

but 2 7 öroves oO 

100 of God and, Chriſt, by den the friend of 
mankind, Thus to promote the religion of Jeſus 
is the duty of all his, diſciples, and would they pro- 
mote it molt extenſi wely, e cannot better do it; 
than by being exemplary for thoſe: 9 25 for 111 
will render their . advice, and reaſo reaſohings, an 
perſuaſions, irreſiſtible with others. 

4. THEY to hom to live is Chrift, not an Þ at- 
tend to the promoting. his religion and intereſt in 
ſome degree, hut it B. the prevailing concern, and! 
delightful employment of life. This Was St. "PauPs' 


1 


— 75 and ou ;. after he became a chriſtian,” 


e was wholly devoted -to it, he uboured 
abundanth'*, ſacrificed friends, reputation, wealth, 
and eyery worldly 50 5 to it +3, and declares, that 
if his death promote it, he ſho Id rejoice” 
n ince . And thus allo the true 

e = rol not apply Kicnſetf to the, 
fy of the ſcriptures, "and. the. ew. 
the triths they i in ſuch à degree on 
is conſiſtent wich his purſuits of wealth, ple 


or ape e but his unwearied ſtudy, his 
2 his conſtant endeavours are direct- 


the great and ble, 
2 ig the ni wo 


iſt's religion in all t evidence, 


7 1 John iv. 19. 3 John iii. 18. 1 Cor. xv. 10. 
3' 2 Cor. xi, 23. 5 Phil, ii. 17. * 
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and in their native 1 and thus prop . 
them to others, tho it may coſt him what the 
men of fla wiſdom miſt Ve. To AI in the, 
knowledge and practice of religion, not to grow in 
riches, is his great aim; and to gain men to the 
truth as it is in Jeſus, and to Jubſftantial goodweſs, not 
fix them to his own intereſt or party, his earneſt de- 
ſire and labour. In chuſing his ſtation for life, the 
true chriſtian conſiders, not, in what way ſhall I. 
moſt indulge my eaſe, raiſe my fortune, and the | 
like; but in what way beſt ſecure my own integri- 
ty, and a religious temper, and improve in it, 
and moſt promote in the world the honour of 
Chriſt, that is, the — of true goodneſs? Will 
the taking ſuch an advantage in buſineſs, if barely 
conſiſtent with juſtice, yet appear mean and dif- 
honourable, diſgrace. my chriſtian profeſſion, and 
leſſen my influence. for ſerving my maſter ? I will 
fcrifice this gain to his honour. It will alſo be a 
peculiar part of their concern as parents and heads' 
of families, to cheriſh the principles es of true religion 
and virtue in thoſe under their care; to watch the 
moſt favourable opportunities to inſinuate theſe into, 
the tender minds of children, to incourage every 
appearance of a good diſpoſition, and ſuppreſs the 
contrary and early to form them to the love and 
practice. of pure religion, and ſubſtantial virtue, 
which the Apoſtle calls forming Cbriſt in them”, will 
be their delightful. eule ment, preferred before 
parties and converſations. of mere pleaſure, and 
nearer their hearts, than the tem . Fi proſperity 
and * N of their children. 5 
Ix order to their acting thus ſteadily and 
hes rfully in thoſe various inſtances, they keep 
Chriſt 1 in view as their great pattern. - Be followers 


o 
- 


of 


8 Gal. iv, 19. 


& vv 


to do good, and chearfully to undergo reproach 
and ſufferings for the ſake of truth and righteouſ- 
neſs. The great ſcope of our Saviour's preaching 
was *, not to make men exact in meats and drinks, 
in waſhings and external obſervances, or zealous for 
abſtruſe and unintelligible ſpeculations ; but to form 
his hearers to the lone of God, and of mankind*, to 
a greatneſs of ſoul ſuperior to the pleaſures or af- 
Aiffions of life, and a conſtant endeavour to lay up 
treaſures in heaven by an abounding beneficence, 
and an increaſing, purity ?.. They learn from him 
to place the main ſtreſs on theſe ſame virtues, and 
make it their great buſineſs to cheriſh and eſtabliſh 
them in their own hearts, and promote them in 
others. Chriſt after he had lived in this manner, 
and ſpent his.time in promoting truth and holineſs, 

1 Cor. xi. 1. John iii. 17. 3 Phil. ii. 6. 


2 John vi. 15. 1 5 Mat. v. 6, 7. 1 6 Mat. xxii. 36. 
Xix. 16. 30. ? Luke xii, Ce. * 
> baa T *# 40 and 
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makin all within his influence happy ; whe 
mee N „ 3 him to ignomi iny 
2 croſs, deſpifing . the ſhane * 
they e as, learn from him to 7 
the ee of foiers, without beg weary or 
e | 7 are not diſbeartened, becauſe the 
and obedience are not granted in 
18 115 er à life of labour and uſefulneſs, 
of ill treatment, can chearfully lay down their 
bodies in the duſt, aſſured that when their fouls 
depart hence, they 6 eas ; and that be who 
raiſed up Chryf from ad, will alſo quicken their 


mortal bodies 3 = rol if they have. been con- 


formed to the ative goodneſs, and patient virtue of 
the Redeemer * ; my ſhall be alſo conformed to his 
ry. Let this ſuffice for 4 
Iketch of their er, whether miniſters or pri- 

vate chriſtians, of whom it may 1 faid, to them to 


fac is. Chrif. I am, 1 


— To 'ſho u what gain Gee is to 
agg 47 K e "And am imo mg 0 other ad- 

L ying th gain the followi 
9 7 7 are eſtab in goodneſs, 1 
aſſured of the eee 3 of God, and 
of Chriſt. This life is a continued ſcene of trial, 


temptation, and danger; but death ends the tate 


of trial, 1 18 the true ian far from temp- 


ug Introducing, him to be ſpirits of ub 
perfett *. 85 Paul could not think himſelf 


out urs clades while he lived, but, he frove, and 


ware d, and prayed, and by, under the body ; teſt, 


while he preached to others, be himſelf ſhould be a caſt: 
away”, And he did not himſelf to have 
fully atinined, or to be 45 perfelt. *Tis true 


e xi. 2, 5 * Phil. 1 21. 
4 Rom. vi. r | 
7 x Cor. ix. 25. 5 Phil. ili. 


Ram viih 22. 


© Heb. xii. 23. 
the 


- 


the Death of the Rev. My. Strong. 175 
the more improved any are in plety and holineſs, 
by ſo much more are they raiſed above danger 
from temptations, and more eſtabliſhed in good- 
meſs ; yet they are not out of danger; and; be 
that ſtands, muſt take heed leſt he fall. The 
oppoſition and hazard ariſing from the appetites / 
and paſſions rooted in the animal body is quite re- 
moved by death diſſolving the union, and the ſe- 
parate ſpirit, in which pious and virtuous habits were 
before fixed, and prevailing, having now no con- 

inclinations remaining, with its intire will 
chuſes and practiſes what is beſt; what God ap- 

, and Chrift will infinitely reward, and can 
no longer feel any temptation in vice. The temp- 
tations ariſing from ill examples, from the perſua- 
ſions or eontradiction of ſinners, are quite abolſh'd 
by death; which tranſmits the ſervant of Chriſt, 
to kindred ſpirits, made perfect in knowledge and 
goodneſs * ; to the friendſhip and converſations of 
the holy angels *, and to the immediate preſence of 
God, and the Redeemer?, where every converfation*, 
every thing the ſoul ſees or knows, contribute to 
Encreaſe and eſtabliſh the love of holineſs, and ren- 
der him moſt happy in its perfect exereiſe. The 
ſtrength of the ſoul is now employed no more in 
reſiſting temptations, and keeping under oppoſite 
diſpoſitions, but the contemplation and love of 
God and the Redeemer, the knowledge, eſteem 
and practice of whatever is excellent and amiable, 


& ' t Cor. x. 21. 2 1 Cor. xiii. 10. 3 Heb. xii. 23: 
Mat. v. 8. 5 2 Cor. v. 8. 2 Cor. v. 10. 


C FaRTHIR 


— * 


| FarTHER to be fully aſſured of the unchange-- 
able love and approbation of God, and the Re- 
deemer is infinite gain to them. What pleaſure can 
be compared with the pleaſure of conſcious good- 
neſs, even in the preſent life, cheared with a good 
hope of the divine complacency? To think that the 
Lord of the univerſe, an all- wiſe, almighty, and 
infinitely beneficent being, „ and delights in 
us; and that his Son, to whom we owe ſo much, 
accepts our returns, and we are, though in an im- 
perfect degree poſſeſt of qualities, which render us 
amiable in the ſight of God. He hath not known 
true ſatisfaction, who hath not known this; and he 
who hath enjoyed this, hath enjoyed a pleaſure the 
world cannot equal. Yet in the preſent ſtate con- 
ſcious imperfection, our many inſtances. of folly 
and vice, and the inconſtancy of our good reſo- 
lutions, very much weaken our aſſurance of the 
divine favour, and we rejoice with trembling. 


But who can imagine the tranſport of joy that will 


overflow the pious foul, when appearing before 
God at the end of his probation ? He ſhall beyond. 
all poſſible doubt be affured of the full approbation 
of God, that he is thought by God fit 2 eternal 
happineſs, and by him Rn to a ſtate, where 
he ſhall never be able to do any thing but what 
renders him amiable in his eyes: When he ſhall be 
preſented to the Father without fpot, and hear his well- 
beloved Son pronounce ell done, good and faithful 
fervant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. Surely 


death is infinite gain which clears our way to this 
happineſs — Who would not die to be thus happy? 


2. Taty who have lived to Chriſt, gain this far- 
ther by death, to have every thing from without 
diſagreeable in their ſervice of Chriſt removed, 


Mat. xxv. 21. 4 .» 


and 


dle Death ef the Rev. Mr. Strong. 


| 19 
and find it all pus ſatisfaction and ha 


Ty 


There is a real and a noble ſatisfaction, not only in 


cultivating true goodneſs in ourſelves, but in hear- 
tily endea vouring alſo to advance it in others; thus to 
make the — recarn-t0 God: and the: RG. 
deemer for their love to us, and to promote a 
moſt excellent deſign, — Des of i im- 
mortal beings The atis great allays 
in the — The flow ſucceſs at beſt of our 
endeavours to do good, and the numerous inftances 
of thoſe-who — our kind deſigus towards 
them, and continue enſlaved to ſin, under the ſen- 
tence of eternal deſtruction, de eply affect the ſer- 
vants of Chrift ; ho like their maſter uud have 
all men „ be- ſaved, and- all — oh ho- 
neſs worthy their chriſtian profeſſion. Death 5 
greatly the gain of ſuch, by putting bis everlaſting 
end to this uneaſineſs. They are admitted to a ſo- 
ciety where all their — 2 NG 
knowledge, and animate devotion or goodneſs, are 
intirelx ſucceſsful. Would they communicate to 
minds of an inferior order any noble difcoveries 
of the divine ions, and works? They are in 
the beſt diſpoſition to receive them, and feel their 
influence, and riſe by them to a more exalted love 
and; veneration of che Deity; They fee all the 
members of their glorious ſociety, holy and happy as 
they wiſh them, and continually advancing in holt- 
nels and happineß. They alſo now fee clearly, 
that God will make all who are any way fit 

for bleſſpdneſs, and all the partial fondneſſes and 
affections of mortality are loſt in a rational-benes 
volence, and an intire {cence in the deter. 
minations of infinite wiſdam and goadneſs. 

FaRTRH RR, the doubts that attend many i im. 
portant truths, and the clouds that now hang over 
N ———— to A world and the church, 


occaſion 


20 200 t zübroh ocrafloned 5 0 


occaſion frequently great uneaſineſs to the ſervants 
of Chriſt here, and death is greatly their gain by 
clearing all theſe. Now, they know in part, but 
then they know” as they are known *, And ; "Bleſſed are 
the pure in heart, for they: ſhall ſee Gad. —— 
great and noble truths that relate to the 

Providence, and government of G be — - 
nity of his Son, and the falvation of the world by 
him, appear in all their evidence and bea 
faith is exchanged for /ight, and doubt and datte- 
neſs are no more. Who that knows the delight of 
contemplating ſublime and important truths, and 


the pain of doubting, can queſtion whether this be 


great pain Now y are they alſo in clearly 
ſeeing the wiſdom and goodneſs of all the divine 


meaſures and diſpenſations, they at preſent implicitly 
believe to be wife and good. The wide ſpread of 


impoſture and heatheniſm, the general and eſta- 


bliſhed corruptions of chriſtianity by ſuperſtition 
and popery, the oppreſſion and perſecution of true 


religion almoſt every where, and the ſmall appear- 
ing number of the faithful ſervants of Chriſt; theſe 
events erplex the minds of his friends now, when 
they frioufly think of them. But in the other 


world they ſee that all r was really in the 


hands of Chriſt; that by the beſt methods, tho? 
to us unſearchable, he now carries on his grand 
deſign, the holineſs and immortal happineſs of alt 
of our race who are fit to be made ha '3 and 
they triumph in the certain and near 

Snack of — period, —— of Chri 

of truth and goodneſs, ſhall univerſally prevail, — 
the kingdoms of the world become the kingdems f our 
Lord and of his Chriſt *, © To have — 
of this glorious 3 and * to ſee what we 


en an . e 8. 445 2 65 
now 


: 
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now think moſt ſo directed as to prepare 
the way for it, how tranſporting the —.— re coal 
ho love truth, who love God, and Chriſt 
mankind? And how greatly is death their gain 
Which introduces them ro this! and which whi | 
be are perhaps employed in advancing greg 
— a. i ee — 1 gives them to ſee their 

continual ſucceſsful progrefs, and the certainty of 
their full — re FOE did our Apoſtle 
rejoice, when by Kb ecy, he, thou 
obſcurely, regen ce lhe Gentiles, and 
general converſion and — of pat? and with 

what extaſy does he cry out, O ibe depth of- the riches 
both of tbe wiſdom and of Cod, of whom, 
and to whom, and through whom are all things, and to 
whom will be everlaſting glory from all. With how 
much greater tranſport does he, with "thoſe fer 
of juſt men made perfect, contemplate thoſe 
of providence in clear light of heaven? 4 2d 
3. Txvz chriſtians gain this by dying, to be with 
Chriſt in the imme diate preſence of God. This 

St. Paul declares a great part of the advantage he 
expected from dying. Jam in a ftrait betwixt two, 
having a deſire to depart and to be with Chrift, which it 
far . And thus alſo he tells the Corinthians, that 
while wwe are at home in the body, we are abſent from the 
Lord; and are therefore willing rather to be abſent frum 
the body, and at home wwith the Lord. How great this 
happineſs none can fully conceive but they who poſ- 
ſeſs it. That it muſt indeed be very great, all who 
love their Saviour in any degree can eaſily conceive: 
To behold bim face to face, whom now- not ſeen 
they ve?! to behold the Son of God, the lover and 
ſaviour of mankind, ſeated on the divine throne at 
God's right-hand, with a majeſty and glory worthy: 


i Rom. xi. 23, ? 2 Cor. v. 6. : 1 Fet. i. 1. 
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| CA greateſt miſery, 


the enly-begatten'af: the Fecher, cloth'd in 2 hue 
than body; the body, once mortal, which he aſſum d 
and raiſe us to 
:happineſs! the body, in which, for our 
_ ſuffered cald, heat, hunger, wearineſs, 
che of men, the agony of the 
— L che torture of the eros: but glorious 
now as it was once mean, and as was his condeſcens 
fon, — NR —.— — — 
neration,. and het moſt — wt. "7 and 
Joy before the thrane, and own the infinite debt of 
love with a gratitude and devotion worthy the diſo 
—— — hall then have of his di 
candeſcenſion, his ſurpriring love to us, 
— everlaſting felicity to which he hath raiſed 
us! Wön wn 2 not part with all this world calls 
delightful or lovely for an hour's enjoyment of this? 
Who hut muſt eſbcer death greatly their gain, whom 
r introduces to this” glorious preſence of Chriſt, 
and whom it joins to myriads of angels, and of 
his redeemed, who with golden harps and | heavenly 
fongs celebrate the — and aſcribe ſal dation, 
glory, browour and bigſug to him that ſitteub on the throne, 
and e the Lamb. The pleaſures of acknowledg- 
ing wich a warmth of devotion the greatneſs. of — 
love of God in Chriſt; and the love of Jeſus, are ſome 
of che greateſt ee life :; but how much 
greater will be the joy, 


5 ſtare. for the worſhip and love of 
mg od genes bre, ud de whole work) 


. © Rev. v. N 
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the Doath: of the Rev: Mr. Strong. 23 
purchaſe their return to mortality. who enjoy this 
in heaven, and WO Ne oag ne 
the face of God ? ꝰ 10) 
CirisT fits oh his Father's cat 1 
hand. As the diſcovery God hath made of him- 
ſelf to the world in Chriſt, is among the moſt; 
glorious and amiable diſcoveries of hi per fections, 
and the deſigns of God are intimately: connected, 
ſo the knowledge of God is included in the knows 
ledge of Chriſt; and to this laſt com- 
pletely, there muſt be a diſcovery made us of other 
deſigns and effects of the divine wiſdom, power, 
and goodneſs. Our fleſhly bodies now ſeparate us. 
from an ever-preſent! God; but this veil once 
drawn a- ſide, the pure mind is immediately con- 
ſcious to his preſence, ſees God, apprehends his 
preſence and perfections in as clear and ſtrong a 
manner as we ee the preſence and beauties of 
a perſon we behold. happy they who thus 
ſee God | How mesa their gan in death! 
clearly to apprehend, and fuitably to adore and 
love a God of infinite wiſdom, power, and good- 
nefs, the author and giyer of an infinity of good 3 
the God who made us for immortal bleſſednefs, 
who redeemed us at the price of his Son's blood, 
and is now entring us on the poſſeſſion of that di- 
vine and everlaſting felicity, which is the fruit of 
the Son's death, and the Father's love]! Heaven is 
begun with ſuch a one immediately, on dropping 
the body before he reaches the majeſtic preſence of 
God, and his happineſs there riſes and con- 
rinually, by the continually new difcovenes he 
makes in the divine perfections and works, by the 
full and eternal aſſurances of the divine 
cency, and the continual exerciſes of the moſt ex- 


„Rer. il 21, Rom. u. 34. X | 
alted 


22 Seinen drr qſonad ly 
the enly-begatten of the. Eather, cloth'd- in 2 hue 
than body, the body; once mortal, which he afſum'd 
_ to-faye us fram the greatefi raifery, and raiſe us to 
the 'happineſs! in vhich, for our 
_ ſuffered ' cold, heat, hunger, wearineſs, 
z the: reproaches of men, the agony of the 
cx Jay andthe torture of the eros; but glorious 
now as it was once mean, and as was his condeſcens 
5 n, infinite ly glorious! to ſee him crowned with 
— — cranſcendency — tranſcen - 
neration,. and the moſt tranſporting gratitude and 
joy before the thrane, and own the infinite debt of 
love with a gratitude and devotion worthy the dif, 
ſions we N e of his dig- 
candeſcenſion, his g love to us, 
ä ning" a Cr he hath raiſed 
us! Who would not part with all this world calls 
delightful or lovely for an joyment of this? 
Who hut muſt eſteem death greatly their gain, whom 
introduces to thin glorious preſence of Quit, 
and whom it joins to myriads of ang 
his redeemed, i with — — 
_fougs celebrate the — and aſeribe ſal dation, 
Kum, houonr and bleſmg to him that fitieth on the throne, 
1 mito be Lamb. The pleaſures of acknowledg - 
ing wich awarmth of devotion the greatneſs of the 
love of God in Chriſt; and the love of Jeſus, are ſome 
of de greateft ploatures of this life ; but how much 
greater will be the joy, when faith:ſhall be changed 
imo fight, and our imperfect apprehenſions into 
perfect knowledge ? — happy he, who by 
death hath exchanged the moſt exalted devotion 
of the preſent ſtate for the worſhip. and love of 
angels and glorified ſpirits ? 2 the whole work} 


Ader. v. 8. 
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purchaſe their return to mortality, WhO enjoy this: 
in heaven, and ho Ne Non Auiſt behold 
the face of God? 1 
Cun1sr fits on his Father's Abbes 25 3 
hand.. As the diſcovery God hath made of him- 
ſelf to the world in Chriſt, is among the moſt; 
glorious and amiable diſcoveries of bis perfection, 
and the deſigns of God are intimately connected. 
ſo the knowledge of God is included in the knows 
ledge of Chriſt; and CITY laſt com» 
pletely, there muſt be a ry made us of other 
— and effects of the divine wiſdom, power, 
and goodneſs, - Our fleſhly bodies now ſeparate us 
from an ever t Cod; but this veil once 
drawn a-ſide, the pure mind is immediately con- 
ſcious to his preſence, ſees God, apprehends his 
preſence and perfections in as clear and ſtrong a 
manner as we 3 the preſence and beauties of 
a perſon we behold. happy they who thus 
ſee God How neſtimable their gain in death! 
clearly to apprehend, and fuitably to adore and 
love a God of infinite wiſdom, power, and good- 
nefs, the author and giver of an infinity of good z 
the God who made us for immortal bleſſedneſs, 
who redeemed us at the price of his Son's blood, 
and is now entring us on the poſſeſſion of that di- 
vine and everlaſting felicity, which is the fruit of 
the Son's death, and the Father's love! Heaven is 
begun with ſuch a one immediately, on dropping 
the body before he reaches the majeſtic preſence of 
God, and his happineſs there riſes and grows con- 
tinvally, by the continually new diſcoveries he 
makes in the divine perfections and works, by the 
full and eternal aſſurances of the divine 
cency, and the continual exerciſes of the moſt er- 


„Rer. i. 21. Rom. vii. 1 | 
alted 
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alted ee love, gratitude, and intire de- 
votedneſs to God. Be this my happineſs, and take 
the world who will! 1 death l conduct me to this, 
and whenever it approaches it will be welcome! 
4. DBATH 7s thr gain who have lived to Chriſt, 
as it joins them to Tie beſt company, to angels, 
and the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect. The apo- 
ſtle mentions this as part of the chriſtian's happi- 
neſs, and it is a very valuable part. It is natural 
for thoſe who love Chriſt, to love and delight in 
thoſe who love and reſemble him, are devoted to 
him, and beloved by him. In the ſaints and ex- 
cellent of the earth*, ſays David, is all my deligbt; 
how much greater will be our delight in the ſaints 
and angels in heaven ? 
Taz angels are deſcribed i in ſcripture, as glo- 
rious, wiſe, erful, beneficent, and condeſcend- 
ing; devot to the will of God and of Chriſt, 
ready to the kindeſt offices to us, &c. tho? much 
beneath them, and miniſtring ſpirits to the beirs of 
on+. What hariafaRtions will the ſociety and 
friendſhip of ſuch beings yield us, when we are 
| [ome rarer for their a The moſt extenſive 
wledge and conſummate wiſdom, temper'd with 
equal goodneſs and condeſcenſion, prevail in their 
converſations. With what pleaſure may we learn 
from them innumerable plans of the divine wiſ- 
dom and love, in executing which they have been 
concerned, ſome of them peculiarly relating to 
ourſelves. This was the wiſe, and kind, and 
watchful guardian, that preſerved me from ſuch a 
danger, turned off ſuch a temptation which might 
have ruined me, or threw in my way ſuch an op- 
; portunity for doing good, which 1 is now ſo richly 


+ Heb. xii. 23. * Pfal. xvi. 3. 3 Pal, cuii. 20. 
Luke i. 9. Heb. i. 14. Rev. v. 11. 
rewarded. 
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rewarded,——Admiration, love, gratitude, the moſt 
rreeable affections of the ſoul, muſt reign in ſuch 
dciety. What advances in divine knowledge may 
we make with them, who have ſpent ſo many 
thouſand years.in the court of heaven, been em- 
ployed in the largeſt and moſt beneficent deſigns 
of the. Deity; and who are maſters of the Pi 
loſophy of nature, and have ranged over the crea- 
ation? They who have a ſtrong deſire of know- 
dge, and who have been happy in the conver- 
ation and friendſhip of a great genius, whoſe ſu- 
perior knowledge was accompanied with the moſt 
obliging condeſcenſion, and who uſed his ſuperiority 
not to inſult our ignorance, but to give us diſco- 
veries and pleaſures we muſt otherwiſe have wanted; 
they may gueſs ſomething of the happineſs a'con- 
verlation with angels will yield, when we ſhall find 
ourſelves, after every converſe, more wiſe, divine, 


ti 
thoſe whom we 3 moſt eſteemed and loved, 


heaven. To ſee and converſe with 2 Moſes, 

| apoſtles and 
moſt diſtinguiſhed chriſtians and good men of 2 
age, and our pious relations and friends, Whoſe 


ſo much improved, will give a tranſport of 15 
ranpper 1 


D Pure 


— 
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Pure diſintereſted love animates every breaſt; pe- 
rior knowledge is without pride, and inferior with- 
out envy. All diſtinctions of ſects and opinions 
ceaſe for ever, and truth and goodneſs are the 
alone concern and delight of all. To give and 
receive freſh degrees of knowledge, love, devo- 
tion, and happineſs, is the employ of every hour of 
converſation, which never flags or rows indiffe- 
rent. How happy they whom deat admi 3 into 
this ſociety, and, which is the caſe of thoſe who 
have lived any time in the world, find more of 
their friends got before them thither than are left 
behind! and who are welcomed to this bliſsful 
world by many whoſe piety and virtue they have 
aſſiſted, to whoſe eternal felicity they have greatly 
contributed, and in whoſe friendſhip and happineſs 
therefore they enjoy a fuperior felicity! © * 12 
deſcribes Cato in perfect rapture at the hope of en- 
tring, after death, into the ſociety of wos great 
and good men he had known or read of. « 0 
« glorious day, ſays he, when I ſhall get out of 
&« this fink of VICE, and from this rabble, and join 
e that divine aſſembly of noble minds! For I ſhall 
& go not only to thoſe good men I before menti- 
% oned, but to my ſon, than whom I never knew 
ea better man; whoſe funeral J attended, when, 
e according to che order of nature, he ſhould have 
attended mine. And would ſome God grant 
me to grow young again, I would abſolutely 
« refuſe the gift, being happily got ſo near the end 
* of my race, and an eternal ſettlement.” If a 
heathen, amidſt fuch obſcure notices of a future 
ſtate, could thus talk of death as his advantage for 
introducing him to ſuch good men as he knew, 
with how much ſtronger reaſon may chriſtians con- 


De Senectute ad fin. O præclarum diem, &c. "Y 
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clude death their gain, who know fo much better 
company awaits them there, as well better men, as 

irits of a higher order, angels and 7 ten 


ſbouſand times ten thouſand, and thouſands of thouſands ": 


But I muſt not farther indulge myſelf on this co- 
pou and pleaſing ſubject ; enough hath been of- 


. 


red to prove that de nf ec their gain, to 
zohom to live was Chriſt, I therefore, 


*. Thirdy, Bxix FLY ſhow the connection between 
this character, and this happineſs; between living 
to Cbriſt, and finding death our gain. 1 
1. TRE are cloſely connected in the nature of 
things. When to us to live hath been Chriſt, this, 
by a natural influence, prepares us to find death our 
gain. Of them who, by the faith of the goſpel, 
and in imitation of Chriſt, endeavour to perfect ho- 
lines in themſelves, and promote it in others, it 
may be faid to live is Chriſt; and the happineſs 
they gain by dying, ariſes, in a great degree, out 
of the perfection of holineſs. They who, in 
ſition to the appetites and paſſions of the animal 
life, have cheriſhed a W e love to God, and 
Chriſt, and true goodneſs, are in their temper diſ- 
poſed, when all theſe hindrances are removed, to 
enjoy, in perfection, the pleaſures of devotion and 
goodneſs, as much as a ſtrong healthful perſon is to 
run a race with pleaſure, when his fetters are 
knocked off. They who have been greatly de- 
lighted in doing good, ſtrongly concerned for the 
honour of the divine government, and the intereſts 
of Chriſt, and perplexed by thoſe clouds which 
hang over the divine diſpenſations; they are in 
their temper prepared to enjoy the moſt exalted 
fatisfaftions from clear diſcoveries of the wiſdom 


Dan. vii. 10. e 
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and N of the diyine coupſels, and their cer- 
tain ſucceſs, notwithſtanding contrary appearances. 
And they whoſe chief ſatisfactions in life have ariſen 
trom meditations on the perfections and works of 
God, from veneration, love, 1 | 4 


e; Joy ang 


9 : 


hope in him, and in his Son, and from the conver- 
ſation and friendſhip of the wiſe and good; th 
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tures, 
therefore 


nee 
good 


what- 
ſoe ver 


the Deathof the Rep, Mr. Strong. ag 
mer ern 4 7757 alla rea 3 for he that 
2 zo 15 fieſh, cal Tt, fl. 7 corription; 2 
he that ſoweth to the ſpirit, A e ſpirit reap 
everlaſting *. You might as well hope to reap 
out ſowing, or to reap wheat when. you, have 5 
tares, as fo enjoy | ſpiritual and divine ha 
ves 1550 have lyed to the fleſh. Rut on the cons 
od is uat unrighteays to forget aur work aud lan 
ay N : But 1 ta 4 patient cantinuance in aue 
will render glory, hanaur, and immortality :. Withaus 
es may ſhall ſee the Lord*, And we muſt x6 
? according to what wwe have done in the lach, 
Selle its good on bags. He that @th righteouſueſs is 
righteous, as God is righteous *. And if we are ean- 
formed 10 the lileneſi of our Saviour”s death, we ſhall 
be alſo to his reſurrettion . Bleſſed, therefore, are the 
dead who die. in the Lord, they reft from their labaurs,, 
their works follow them *: Bleſſed are they who dy 
is commandments, that they may have a rig gbr to the tra 
of life, and ener bro the gates 2 4 1 into the beds 
wenty city”, J muſt tranſcribe a great part of the 
new teſtament, if FE would cite all the pr proofs of this 
truth, God hath appointed this to be a ſtate of 
trial, and we are 4 here amidſt the pleaſures 
and diſtractions of ſenſe, and the temptations of the 
55 ; that by adhering to God an Perun by 
referring the pleaſures of loving and ſerving our 
>aVIOUr, and a reſemblance to him in devotion, 
purity, and goodnefs, before the intereſts or plea- 
es of ſenſe or ſin, we might manifeſt the ſtrength 
of our 4 to God, and Chriſt, and goodnels, and 
grow in it, and thus be qualified for the reward of 
an approved piety and virtue This God hath 


*.Gal.vi. 7, 4 * Heb, vi. 10. 5 Row, ii. 7. « Heb. xi. 
14. 2 Cor. v. 10. 1 John iii. 7. Rom. vi. 5. * Rev, 
Xiv. 13. Ib. xii. 14. James i, 2, 3. 1 Pet i. 7. 
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and goodneb of the diyine counſels, and their ger- 
T 
And they whoſe chief ſatisfactions in life have ariſen 
from meditations on the perfections and works of 
God, from veneration, love, gratitude, joy apg 
hope in him, and in his Son, and om the conver; 
fation and friendſhip of the wiſe and good ; the 

are in the very conſtitution of their ul pak 
to enjoy divine pleaſures from the immediate glo- 
rious preſence of God and our Sayiour, from the 
worſhip, and love, and praiſes of the heavenly ſtate, 
from the converſations and friendſhips of angels 
and perfected minds, and the continual imprave- 
ments to be made amidſt ſuch company, in Know- 
ledge, devotion, and friendſhip. A wiſe and good 
God delights to communicate R to his crea- 
tures, according to their capacities for it: The 
therefore who, 1n obedience to his commands, have 
cultivated a temper of ſoul for enjoying a rationa 

309 divine · happineſs in his preſence, cannot fail o 

being admitted to it: His wiſe goodneſs cannot but 
delight to reward them with it: Bleſſed are tbe. pure 
in heart, for they ſpall ſee God. You might as well 
ſuppoſe a wiſe and good parent, after he had with 


great care and expence prepared a ſon to fill up 
yell a great and good character in fe, to deny, 
him that Gtuation in which he might, to the beſt 
advantage, anſwer the care and expence of his edu. 


cation, as God not to receive thoſe to happineß, 
and make death their gain, whom thro? life, by his 
goſpel, his 1 and his Sper he had been 

reparing, and a repared, to poſſeſs the 
ar of his heavenly — 4 Fr / a 
2. By the wiſe appointment, and expreſs decla- 
rations of God in his word, theſe two are connect- 
ed, living to Chriſt, and finding death our gain. Be 
nut dtctiped, ſays St. Paul, God is not mocked z, what- 
2 8 ſoever 


the Death g the Rep, Mr. Strong. 89 
man /eueth, x jp og ate LA 
T Way 4 2 2 corruption ; 
he that ſoweit #4 954 e 
ever{aſting *. You migh t 38 well hope to reap vi 
out ſowing, or to reap wheat when. you, have ſow. 
tares, as to enjoy 2 ſpiritual and divine ha = 
vieh 155 hove lied P the fleſh. But on the con 


eats jo forget apr work and lan 
Lee But ta a patient contmunce in aue 
will render glory, banair, and immortality *. Withaw 


Hine ws no lo he Lords And we myſt x 

ceiu at laſt according to what we have done in the 

wobether it be geod or badi. He that ih be, 

righteous, as God is righteous *. And if we are earn 

formed to the likeneſs of our Saviour's death, we 

be alſo to bis reſurreftion". Bleſſed, therefore, are the 

dead who die. in the Lord, they ref from. tbeir. labaup's,, : 
their works follow them. Blelſed are they wwho- gp 

L ts, that they may bav 8 right to the tre 

if Efe, and enter al ra gates of pearl into. the beds 


In 


ven city . 1 tranſoribe à great part of the 
new teſtament ould cite all the Rost of this 
truth. God 1 appointed this to be a ſtate of 
wa and we are 1 ced here amidſt the pleaſures 
and diſtractions of ſenſe, ang the reqmpeations of tha 
world '*; that by adhering to God and goodneſs, by 
ebe the pleaſures of loving 1 ſerving our 

aviour, and a reſemblance to him in devotion, 
Purity, and goodnefs, before the intereſts or pleas 

es of ſenſe or ſin, we might manifeſt the ſtrength, 
of our love to God, and Chriſt, and goodnels, and 
grow in it, and thus be qualified for the reward of | 
an approved piety and virtue This God hath F'Y 


dn . 7,8 Heb. vi. 10. 1 i 7. + Heb. xii, 
14. 52Cor. v. 10. 1 John iii. 7. Roni. vi. 5, * Rev, 
Xiy. 13. 15 xii, 14. James i. 2, 3. 1 Fet i. 7. 
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| informed us is our preſent ſtate, and correſpondent 


to this is the frame of our nature, and of the world. 
We cannot think a wiſe and good God will act 


; Eontrary to his expreſs declarations, and to that 
conſtitution of things he hath, on the beſt reaſons, 


eſtabliſhed. We KI therefore conclude, _ 
they, and they only, to whom to live 1s Chriſt, ſhall 

find death their gain. That only they who, on a 
trial, have approved themſelves, can receive the 


crown of life, by the obedient only the everlaſting 


rewards of obedience. *Tis true the work bears no 
proportion to the reward, which for greatneſs is 
proportioned to the infinite goodneſs of the giver, 
yet *tis diſpenſed by a wiſe, as well as 2 „ gover- 
nour, ſuitably to the different quali cations and 
behaviour of his creatures. Would we then be 
crowned, let us approve ourſelves on our trial: 
Would we receive the reward of obedience, let us 
chearfully and faithfully obey : Would we all find 
death our gain, let us al live to Chriſt, 


| I 8X4LL now cloſe the ſubject with two or three 
reflections. 

1. As for applying this diſcourſe to the death 
and character of our worthy friend, I prefume you 
have done it already ; and the manifeſt reſemblance 
of his character in the principal inſtances with that 
which makes the firſt part of this ſermon, leaves us 
no room to doubt 3 the bleſſedneſs deſcribed 
in the ſecond be his. For this reaſon I ſhall not 
inlarge here, but content myſelf with juſt eee, 
out a few of the chief excellencies that diſtinguiſh* 


him. 


III begin with that i in ble, which is the begin- 
ning of wiſdom, and a principal part of moral worth, 
piety : His was rational and manly, ariſing. out of 3 


clear and ſtrong conviction, and worthy apprehen- 
ſions, 


l 
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ſions, of the being, & Fr n and providence ok 
God; and it exerted itſelf in a chearful prevailing 

concern to pleaſe God in his whole conduct, parti- 

cularly 1 ting him in righteouſneſs and good- 
neſs: Like St. Paul, Having hope towards. God that 
there ſhall be a reſurreion of the dead, be exerciſed bim- 

ſelf berein, to have always a conſeience void of offence to- 
wards God, and towards man. His integrity there- 
fore was remarkable. Strictly juſt, and honeſtly 
lain, he knew to uſe a cautious prudence, keep- 
ing ever clear of low artifice and diſſimulation: I 
Ample and godly fancerity, not by flefoly wiſdom, having 
his converſation in the world. 

H x was a wiſe, a hearty, and a firm friend: and, 
without humouring a weakneſs, or flattering a vice, was 

candid, zealous, and conſtant. 
As a miniſter of Chriſt, he ſhow'd his great re- 
d for his maſter, and deſerves our imitation in 

a diligent and impartial endeavour to know ir 

truth and his will, and then to recommend theſe, 

and theſe only, to his hearers. He walked not mn 
craftineſs, neither did he handle the word of God deceit- 
Fully, but by manifeftation of the truth, commended him- 
Jeff to every man's conſcience in the 72 of C. He 
ſought for chriſtianity in the ſcriptures, by a criti- 
cal and conſtant ſtudy of them, and by earneſt 
prayer. Theſe were the ſtandard of his faith and 
ractice, and by theſe he zried the creeds, and 
ems of fallible men. He did not, as the man- 
ner of too many is, firſt ſettle his faith by the fa- 
vourite opinions of a party, and then read the ſcrip- 
tures with a diſpoſition to fee nothing in them 
which would not agree with theſe ; but without re- 
rd to theſe, he endeavoured to find the genuine 
nic of the facred writings, and by this tried the 


le gain 16. . 


_— 15 on rege by . 


of 67 options he Rad before auntt, ec br char 
were afterward recotmniended. Nee 
ſtuchy of tlie ſcriptutes, e 
e 1 het, an Atte I tied 
gc, valihed Hirt 15 — to advanta & 
A feng on't6 his hearers: Aud the great de | 
Su of his reaching, was the fame wich that fo 
which the grace of God appeared Iingi# ſafvation, 19 
teach nen, dope Us and world Nas to 2 


21 655 aud our Saviour 5 Oe You 15550 
heard kim. conſtantly, 115 he did My recom- 


9 10 abſtruſe i e ST „ot the 
8 of ty, 4 td fre ny raife 4 
ON A for theſe : ys fl Preaching was 
Q riog you to the. ef God, "an the loot 
to that repentance which i is ang Ife, 


dencing itſelk f in ceafrn * do evil, and learning 1d dl 
to an intire Ein of ſoul to Chriſt's au- 
thority and laws, PE. that love to him which tia: 
nifeſts itſelf in imitating. his virtues, and obeying 
his precepts, and to that faith in Chriſt which make 
us vifforious over the world, encouraging us to 
the reward of eternal life through his death and 
reſurrection, by patiently continuing in an : 
Clearly to explain, and folidly enforce, the great 
principles and duties of f practical religion; that re. 
ligion which makes us happy in gurſelyes, and- 
bleſſings to all around us; like to God in juſtice, 
5 „and truth here, and which prepares us tor 
the higheſt happineſs, in-his immediate preſence an 
perfect love, in heaven: This was the great deſign 
of his miniſterial ON, and ſeconded by his EX 


ample. 
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PAnrars, he was a thorough and a  confitent 


eter: A regard to Chriſt as ſole king and lord 
in his church, to the facred ſcriptures as à perfect 
tule of faith agd manners, and to the unalienable 
rights of . conſcience and privute judgment, determi- 


ned him to diſſent on the eſtab; Fred church, and 


reject their dam of authority in matters reliviole: 
and their additions to the faith and worſhip of the 
goſpel. This /ame principle made him alfo teject 
equally like claims and additions made by thoſe; 
o, diſſepting from the national church, and 
without the countenance of tlie civil magitrate 
etend, with a very ill grace, to a wer t 
2 0 in others rf and, eleondemned, esl 
thoſe rights of conſcience they maintain as ſacred 
againſt the eſtabliſhment, As. he Rey Ye 
thing of an 55 ſing ef in others, he kept 
clear of it himſc faſt in the liber Tae 
with Chriſt has 7575 15 b, and abhorre 
It over God's heritap ges; allowing all the fame Hberty 
he took for Rimielf, to examine and judge for 
themſelves; and maintaining a great eſteem and 
friendſbip for thoſe who, in 1 of this Li 
berty, greatly differed from * ſentiments he em- 
braced as Hs | 


> INT OT Dag 
As to his general converſation, you, chow 


le event in an out, preaching the kingtlom 7 755 
how holit, 22 and unblameabiy he Rater 

Jou; and you know how intirely it was the Freed 
of his ſtudies and labours, to form Chrift in you, and 
ingage you to be intirely devoted to him. Tou 
cannot therefore doubt, tho” the nature of his dif- 
.temper hinder'd his bearing his teſtimony in the 
Elofe of life, to the goodneſs of his maſter; and of 
"his ſervice, and i g his well grounded hope 
nal. v "HRS, 6 1Pet. v v. 3. 2 
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1 Him to e 1 advantage, 

$i0n'f6 his Rearers: And the great 8 
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25 Gl and our Fins 70 rite 
eard him e know he did not recom- 
mepd e ſpeculatiohs, oithufaftic lies, of the 
trifling ditions of party, and ſtrive to raiſe 4 
warm =_ for theſe: Bat his aim int 
F and. 2 

to that. repentance which is to ” 0 
dencing itſelk mn ceafmp to do evi, and learnt, ts d 
tell; to an intire ſubje&tion of foul to Chriſt's au- 
thority and laws, 450 that love to him which ma⸗ 
nifeſts itſelf in imitating his virtues, and 'obeyit 
his-precepts, and to that faith i in Chriſt which mak 
us vifforious over the world, encouraging us to expect 
the reward of eternal life through his death and 
reſurrection, by patiently continuing in well-doing: 
Clearly to explain, and folidly enforce, the great 
principles and duties of ren; religion; that re- 
ligion which makes es py in qurſelyes, and- 
bleſſings to all around us; Me to God in juſtice, 
mercy, and truth here, and which prepares us 10 
the higheſt happineſs, in his immediate preſence an 
perfect love, in heaven: This was the great delign 
of his miniſterial * and ſeconded by his ex- 


ample. 
. 11—13. | 
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"Faarark, he was a thorough anda  confiftent 
er, 'A re NF king and lord 
in his church, to the ſacred ſcriptures as a perfett 
dale of faith and manners, and to the unalienable 
rights of conſcience and private- judgment, determi- 
ned him to diſſent Noch the o ed church, and 
reject their claims of authority in matters, * ious, 
and their additions to the faith and worſhi the 
goſpel. This ſame principle made him alfo 1 — 
equally like claims and additions made thoſe, 
who, diſſenting from the national church, an 
ee the countenance of the civil magiſtrate 
retend, with a very ill grace, to a power t 
: Hb in others ** londemmed, erg 
thoſe rights of conſcience” they maintain as ſacred 
againſt the eſtabliſhment, As he difliked every 
thing of an 15 ling 5 5 in others, he kept 
clear er it hi : He to in the liberty obere 
with Chriſt has 755 him | 157 | 120 abhorred to b 
it over God's hepizape®; al lowing all the fame Hberty 
he took for hitnſelf, to examine and judge for 
themſelves; and maintaining 4 great eſteem and 
friendſhip for thoſe who, in uance of this li- 
berty, greatly differed from e ſentiments he em- 
braced as 2 | | 
As to his general converſation, you, amor ter 
e went in an out, preaching the kinglom * 800 
how holity, Jubh, and unblameably he behaved er 
ou; and you know how intirely it was the defign 
of his ſtudies and labours, to form Chriſt in you, and 
ingage you to be intirely devoted to him; Tou 
cannot therefore doubt, tho? the nature of his diſ- 
temper hinder'd his bearing his teſtimony in tlie 
Elofe of life, to the 1 of his maſter; and of 
"hi ſervice, and W g his well. grounded hope 
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34 A SERMON ucrafioned by: 
ö of the happineſs promiſed to his ſervants; but that 
ts he lived to the Lord, he died in him, and hath 
found death his exceeding gam. 
Tu x removal of ſuch a miniſter in the midſt of 
his days and uſefulneſs, ſhould diſpoſe his hearers 
to conſider whether they walked in the liebt whillt 
they had it, and improved well the advantages they 
enjoyed by his miniſtry, They who have hitherto 
neglected to live to Chriſt, preſuming on the long 
continuance of an uncertain life, ſhould be taught 
by his death to delay no longer, when they ſee the 
continuance of a well improved life is not to be de- 
r on. They ſhould. therefore immediately 
gin to live to Chriſt, that, if, like our friend, ſur- 
prized by death, it may yet be their gain. And 
farther, if the deſcription given of a faithful mini- 
ſter of Chriſt, under the firſt part of this diſcourſe, 
be juſt, this congregation. may be directed by it in 
chuſing a fucceſigr to our deceaſed friend. . 
Io us his brethren in the miniſtry, the loſs of fo 
valuable a friend, and fuch a faithful ſervant of 
Chriſt, and fo ſoon after the removal of that great 
and good man *, for whom our tears are not yet 
dry, ſhould prove a powerful excitement to exert 
ourſelves to the utmoſt for ſupplying the loſs the 
church and the world have ſuſtained. Our time 
for labouring is, we ſee, of uncertain continuance, 
let us therefore live to Chriſt while we may. We 
have all deſireable encouragement: *Tis to imi- 
tate the pattern of God's own ſon incarnate; tis in 
the beſt manner to acknowledge our obligations to 
the moſt generous friend; *tis to promote the fa- 
vourite deſign of the divine government in our 
world ; a deſign in itſelf moſt excellent, being the 
perfection and ſupreme falicity of immortal beings. 
he work therefore cannot be without its pleaſures 
in the performance; and we are aſſured 1 99s 
4 2 3 


be reverend, learned, and ingenious Mr. Henry Grove. 
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the Death of” the Rev. Mr. Strong. a 
ſoon end all that is laborious and uneaſy, and prove 
infinitely our gain, by introducing us to an infinite- 
reward. If we live to the world, death will for 
ever remove us from our happineſs ; if we ſtudy to 
pleaſe men, we ſhall not be the ſervants of Chriſt,” 
and ſhall certainly loſe his reward: But if to pro- 
mote true religion, and imnate the virtues of our 
maſter, be the buſineſs of our lives, death will 
only end our labours, and admit us to a happineſs, 
compared with which the whole world is a trifle, 
and compared to the duration of which, millions 
of ages are not ſo conſiderable as a moment com- 
red to theſe. He that can find a better maſter,” 
et him ſerve him; he that cannot, let him ſerve 
Chriſt with a chearfulneſs, diligence, and fidelity 
worthy our maſter and his work : Let him live to 
Cbriſt, and to die will be bis gain. | 
2. Is death gain to the true chriſtian ? dns 
we learn, that the uncomfortable notion of the 
ſleep of the foul from death till the reſurrection, hath' 
no real foundation in ſcripture. Had St. Paul ima- 
gined any thing of this kind, he would never have 
called death his gain. He would rather have cho- 
ſen to Ive to Chriſt, than to be wholly inſenſible; 
and he could never 22 to depart that he might be 
with Chriſt, but after ſuch a manner that it would 
be all one as if he was at the greateſt diſtance; and 
he would have been much more with him by living 
ſtill here. He farther declares this to conſtitute 
the difference between being in the body, and aut of 
it; that while we are at home in the body, we are ab. 
mnt from the Lord; but when abſent from the body, at 
home with the Lord. Whereas if the notion of the 
ſleep of the ſoul was true, we ſhould be much more 
at home with Chriſt in the body, than out of it. We 
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are now capable of converſing with ina in 
and hope, and praiſe, and loye, and of receivin 
communications of his favour; whereas all: theſe 


would then be cut off in death. Farther, a greater 
than St. Paul hath informed us, they that ** 


body, cannot kill the ful ; whereas. 11 the ſoul ſle 
till the reſurrection, as the body does, they w 
a8 effectually kill the ſoul as the; body. He alſo 
Dromiſed the * thief on the croſs; Tp day. 
thou be with me in paradiſe.*. This muſt certainly 
imply he mult be the happier for being there, and 
not be in the ſame inſenſible — tay. in paradiſe, 
with thoſe who were out of it, and know no more 
of its oe than they who would never enter 
And this notion agrees leſs with found 
_ reaſon vw philoſophy; than with ſcripture 4 for 
demonſtrate the /implicity and natural immortality 0 
the ſoul,” and its independance on the body. Let 
us therefore arm ourſelves againſt che, fear of dying, 
with the thought that when adſent fromthe hody, we 
are preſent with the Lord; and comfort ourſelves un- 
der the loſs of our pious friends, with this hope, 
that our loſs is their gain: That when they are no 
longer with us, they are in infinitely better com- 
pany, with God, and Chriſt, and angels, and the 
Hirits of juſt men made perfect; whither too we, by 
an imitation of their good * may very ſoon 
hope to aſcend. To conclude, | 
3. As we deſire to have death our gain, let us all 
ref, that to us 1% live ſhall be Cbriſt. There is 
3 theſe two, which God hath joined 
whe r 3 no entring heaven without a — ſui- 
to its divine felicity ; no being happy in the 
Enn and love of Chriſt, without reſembling 
in fexyent picty, active gootinels, Purity, and a 
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ation, Let us then be perſuaded,” 
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ratify it in his ſupper :1, ediarely break. 
off all thoſe, yices Which are, oppoſite to his intereſt, 


Is life is pe. Oh Ep. eee z, and how 
frail and Uncertain, it 1s, Need you. be told 7; Lars... 
the , preſent» inſtance. convince, you? It you de- 
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but every thing to fear from the diſpleaſure of a 
righteous and offended ſovereign, for deſpiſing the 
heaven of eternal happineſs he offered you, tramp- 
ling on the blood of the covenant, and alienating 
what was every way his. Whereas if you devote 
yourſelves to the ſervice of d the Redeemer, 


and to the oheqience of his gaſped, and live ſo- 
berly, righteohſiy; and godly, you grill be happier 
throughout . world- - make you; 


| happy in conſgious goodnelsy 8,ienF of the divine 


favour, gratitude and hope well-governed - 


paſſions, and in thi&efteem"and4vve of the wiſe and 
good, and in views ſtill brightning of a glorious 
immortality z and when death comes, which is the 
loſs of all good to the wicked, it will be your un- 

kable gain. The religion of Jeſus will make 
(-#Fhentd L * 8 * | 5 you 
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nels, I not triumph, you will reſign depart- 

RW 1 into che hands of Chriſt; — labour, 
=, „ will for ever end with regard to you; 
angels fal conduct your ſpirits to paradiſe 3 the 
ſmiles and > army of God, and of his Son, 
ſhall then your eternal felicity : You ſhall 


there enjoy every 3 8 
ſpirit, and joyfully expect the general judgment, 

when the reſurrection of your bodies to und 

immortality, and the publick approbation of your 
Je ſhall begin for you the perfection of bleſſed- 
neſs, to be poſſeſſed, not for ſome thouſands or mil- 
lions of years only, but for eternity; and your hap- 


pinefs be as unchangeable and ſure, as the eternal 
| God your portion.  Chuſe you then, this day, 
F whom you will ſerve, and may God direct and 
{ , ecvufirm us all in a right choice! Ann. 
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1. Four Papers in the Spectator, Vol. 8. iz, No 
588. and N- 601. On Benevolence. N* 626, On 
Novelty. And N* 635. On the large Copacities of the 
; buman Soul, and the Perfection of H. * for unbich 

11 is defigned; N. B. This laſt Paper has been repub- 


- Hihed;-by the Direction of the Right Reverend 


Dr. Gibſon, Lord Biſhop of London, in an excellent 
Treatiſe,” entitled, The Evidences of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion. By Joſenb Addiſon, Eſq; 12mo. 1731, - 

2. Five Letters in the St. Tamesis Journal, vbliſh: 
ed 1722, in Defence of the Liberty of thè Will, and 
the Immortality of the Soul, againſt Diopenes's Let- 


and in Defence of the Preſbyterians, in Anſwer to 
the Reflections of the late Foby Trenchard, Eſq; 
3. Poems on various Subjects; publiſh'd in the 
- Miſeellanies by Mr. Dryden, and Mr. Ralph. - 
He was writing the Life of the led ted Mrs, 
Elizabeth Rowe; and * made a conſiderable Pro- 
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ters in the London Fournal. Upon Government, 


Bees in i, but was by Death prevented from fi- 


ning 8 | 
N. B. He alſo has left behind him, deſigned for 


the Preſs, various philoſophical Eſſays; viz,” On 
Reaſon, on the Liberty of the Will, &c. „ mee 
in due bine, be printed. 8. 
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ment, which ſubſiſts to this Day. A 
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